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Heading: Hillcrest based PBO supports communities across South Africa  

 

Over the last three months, Hillcrest based Public Benefit Organisation (PBO) CityHope Disaster Relief has 

impacted the lives of over 3,300 individuals across South Africa.  

When disaster strikes on our doorstep, such as when 300 Pinetown informal traders lost all of their stock due to a 

runaway fire that tore through their storage facilities, or when neighbouring informal settlements such as Sea Cow 

Lake and Effingham witness fire spreading through their homes and watching entire settlements going up in 

flames, CityHope is there alongside these individuals in their time of need. The organisation distributes immediate 

relief aid within 48 hours which includes essential food supplies, toiletries, clothing and blankets. CityHope also 

came alongside the victims of Xenophobia in Richards Bay by supporting 120 displaced individuals in a similar 

way.  

CityHope has a footprint across South Africa, enabling the organisation to support families and destitute 

individuals wherever they may be in need following natural or man-made disaster. There were 200 families that 

received relief following the fire that destroyed as many shacks in Kempton Park, Gauteng, last month, and the 

response teams were also on the ground in Masiphumelele in the Western Cape following yet another 

devastating settlement fire that affected hundreds of families. 

In celebration of World Habitat Day, CityHope hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony at two of their recently completed 

building projects. The PBO has been working tirelessly in KZN following the floods that hit in April this year. They 

have taken on 6 building projects in an attempt to rebuild family homes that were destroyed in the heavy rains. 

*Refer to #UnityInCommunity for more details.    

In addition to these homes, CityHope has also adopted three schools in KZN that were hit drastically by the April 

Floods. Tyburn Primary in Chatsworth was able to clear their drainage, replace their driveway and restore their IT 

Centre with the help of CityHope and Gillitts Primary in Stockville has received extensive support in stabilising 

their boundary which was swept closer to the school buildings when the rains relentlessly battered the property in 

April. Local construction and earthworks company, Leomat, has been most generous with offering discounted 

services in order to see this project come to fruition and completion.  

With the month of October as World Food Month, CityHope aims to collect up to 1 Tonne in food donations during 

the course of this month, in the form of maize meal, salt, sugar, tinned beans and soup. CityHope Disaster Relief 

currently undertakes all disaster response missions without the use of a company vehicle. The organisation has 

been trying to identify the ideal partner to support them with the purchasing of a utility vehicle to enable them to 

make a larger impact in our community. To donate or partner with CityHope Disaster Relief, contact Catherine 

Smith on 086 11 22 33 1 or admin@cityhope.co.za or visit https://cityhopedisasterrelief.org/.               
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