
The Oxford dictionary describes hope as: “A feeling of 
expectation and desire for a particular thing to happen”.  
When faced with the violent assault of sudden and 
unexpected disaster, most people tend to lose their 
hope. There is no sense of expectation or a desire for 
anything. 

Having to rebuild one’s life following such tragic and 
devastating circumstances often brings a person to 
their knees. Overwhelmed by one’s environment and 
the tremendous loss one feels, a person often comes to 
a crossroads in their relationship with God - “Yet does 
not one in a heap of ruins stretch out his hand, or in his 
disaster therefore cry out for help?” Job 30:24.

It is always a heavy decision to decide where, how and 
who to help, but help we must.  One thing we know 
for sure, disasters do not discriminate.  Every one of us 
stands at risk of facing an unpredictable catastrophe 
and, as Christians, it is our privilege and responsibility 
to serve God in helping those who could very well turn 
out to be you or me one day.

CityHope Disaster Relief’s mandate is very clear.  We 
respond to disaster situations through the provision of 
relief aid and disaster recovery.  Whether it is a raging 
flood, a blazing fire or civil unrest - we respond. It is our 
passion to get involved and bring about a reawakening 
of hope in the lives of thousands of people globally 
affected by trauma and sudden devastation.

Over the past six months, while being involved in some 
of the more serious disaster relief projects, CityHope 
Disaster Relief decided to react to a few smaller 
projects where urgent needs were much the same.  It 
was an opportunity to serve God and, in doing so, bless 
others and reinstate a measure of hope in their hearts 
and minds. What came about were several campaigns 
that, despite seeming less significant, had far-reaching 

impact.

Whether we were supplying hygienic wet wipes to the 
AIDS Centre’s respite unit in Hillcrest; or organising a 
hefty delivery of drinking water for the drought-stricken 
areas of Vryheid or simply donating new clothing to the 
St. Monica’s Children’s Home following a devastating 
fire, the result was the same: smiling faces, comfort 
and a sense of normality restored.   

It is an absolute honour to serve the Lord by bringing a 
measure of joy and hope back into the lives of so many, 
even if only for a moment – “Not lagging behind in 
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” - Romans 
12:11

CityHope Disaster Relief’s team of committed 
volunteers and task leaders will continue to help rebuild 
the lives of many affected by unforeseen tragedy and, 
through God’s grace, restore the hope they’ve lost.

If you would like to find out more about CityHope 
Disaster Relief, or get involved, email 
admin@cityhope.co.za
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